Date: June 1 , 2012
Re: Chlamydia trachomatis (CT) and Neiserria gonorrhorea (NG) testing
Effective July 3rd, 2012, our current Becton Dickinson (BD) ProbeTec assay will be replaced by the Roche PCR Assay for the detection of Chlamydia trachomatis and Neiserria gonorrhorea. The Roche test is Health Canada licensed for endocervical, vaginal and urine (both male and female) specimens. Please deplete the BD collection kits from your inventory and replace them with the new Roche collection kits accordingly. Do not use the BD collection kits after Friday, June 29 2012 as the assay will no longer be available and the specimen will be discarded.  In order to prepare for the transition to the new assay, you can begin to order the new collection kits (see below for catalogue numbers) as of June 18th.  You should follow your standard procedure for ordering supplies.  DO NOT use the new collection kits prior to June 29th.
MAJOR CHANGES WITH THE NEW ROCHE COLLECTION KITS:
Female patients:
Both vaginal and cervical swabs are now accepted for CT/NG PCR testing. Vaginal swabs and urine are intended for patient self collection. Pictorial instructions are printed on the back of each packet. Specimens must be placed inside the yellow capped PCR media tube provided. Properly collected specimens are stable at 2-30oC for up to 90 days.
Male patients: 
Urethral swabs are no longer available for CT/NG PCR testing and therefore should not be collected from patients. Only self-collected urine specimens placed in the appropriate container will be accepted for testing. Pictorial instructions are printed on the back of each packet. Specimens must be placed inside the yellow capped PCR media tube provided. Properly collected specimens are stable at 2-30oC for up to 90 days.
	
	Female specimens and collection kit
	Male specimens and collection kit

	Old method continues until June 29, 2012:

BD ProbeTec
	Cervical swab (pink) catalogue #440476
	Urethral swab (blue) 
Catalogue #440461

	
	Urine (sterile Starplex container)
	Urine (sterile Starplex container)

	New method in effect as of July 3, 2012:

Roche PCR
	Cervical  and vaginal swabs
(Vaginal cobas PCR Female Swab Sample Packet catalogue #05170516190)
	

	
	Urine (cobas PCR Urine Sample Packet, catalogue #05170486190)
	Urine (cobas PCR Urine Sample Packet, catalogue #05170486190)


Other specimen types (e.g. semen, conjunctival samples, etc.) for CT/NG PCR testing that are not listed above are performed for research purposes, after in-house validations are completed.  
Throat and rectal swabs can be collected using e-swab transport for NG detection and MultiTrans Collection and Transport System for CT detection.  Culture for NG will be performed in-house, while CT culture will be performed at the Ontario Public Health Laboratory.
If you have any questions, please contact:
Dr. Tony Mazzulli

Deputy Chief Microbiologist
Tel. 416-586-4695

tmazzulli@mtsinai.on.ca
Pauline Lo

Supervisor

Tel. 416-586-3147

plo@mtsinai.on.ca
John Ng

Charge Technologist

Tel. 416-586-4800 x4180

johnng@mtsinai.on.ca
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