Date: 19th April, 2018
 Chlamydia/Gonorrhoea PCR Testing in Microbiology
Effective 19th April, 2018, PCR testing of Chlamydia trachomatis and Neisseria gonorrhoea (CT/NG) is expanded to include throat and rectal specimens. Previously, only cervical, vaginal, semen and urine specimens were accepted for PCR testing using the Roche cobas®4800 assay. Please refer to the table below and attached pages for ordering and specimen collection details. 
Changes to the Sinai Health System Cerner ordering system: 
· New Rectal and Throat specimen sources have been added to Chlamydia and Gonorrhoea Detection. 
· New mandatory field “Reason for Testing” to choose either “LGV suspected” or “LGV not suspected. When LGV is suspected and the sample is tested positive by in-house Chlamydia PCR, it will be referred out to the National Microbiology Lab for further genotyping. If Chlamydia is tested negative, no further testing will be performed and a report will be issued. 
Changes to the UHN EPR ordering will not be completed until May, 2018. However, throat and rectal specimens received in the cobas collection media will be processed for PCR testing.

Summary of changes are presented below:
	Test Description
	Collection Device
	Previously accepted specimens
	Acceptable specimens as of 19th April, 2018

	Roche cobas® CT/NG PCR (in-house test) 

	cobas®Media Dual Swab Sample Packet 

P/N 07958021190
	Cervical

Vaginal


	Cervical

Vaginal

Throat

Rectal

	Roche cobas® CT/NG PCR (in-house test)

	cobas®Urine Sample Packet 

P/N 05170486190
	Semen

Urine


	Semen

Urine



	Chlamydia trachomatis (CT) CULTURE

(referred-out PHOL test) 
	Copan UTM

 (swab and red top tube with 3 mL pink liquid) P/N 305C
	Cervical

Throat

Rectal
	Cervical

Throat

Rectal

	Neisseria gonorrhoea (NG) CULTURE 

(in-house test)

	Copan eSwab Transport System
(swab and white cap tube with colourless liquid) P/N 480C
	Cervical

Throat

Rectal
	Cervical

Throat

Rectal


Please share this notice with your team and anyone else (e.g. residents, fellows, etc.) who should be aware of this change.
For more information, questions, or concerns:

Please contact the Virology Lab (416-586-4800 ext. 4182) or the Medical Microbiologist on call through Mount Sinai Hospital locating (416-586-5133).
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